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Dear Theresa May, 

 

I have been selected as a finalist for the Pupil Library Assistant of the Year Award and am writing to you 

to explain why I believe school libraries matter and what my school library means to me. School libraries 

are vital for the future success of our nation’s schools. School librarians are particularly important as they 

encourage reading in many different ways, such as by suggesting a good book for a reluctant reader, 

sharing the latest writings of a favourite author, or keeping up to date with the most recent journals and 

magazines. I believe that school libraries do matter as they provide a peaceful space for reading, free 

thought and private study, as well as a place to meet, share and relax. In today’s society it can be difficult 

for pupils and teachers to find the exact information they need for homework, projects, presentations, 

university and job applications because often information on the Internet can either be incorrect, biased 

or hard to find. School librarians are necessary in the 21st Century as they can direct pupils to just the right 

information needed, which can either be in the form of books, DVDs or journals that they can borrow. 

Additionally, they can advise pupils to look at particular websites or apps. Many people think that school 

libraries are no longer necessary in an age when we can all look up something on the Internet. However, 

librarians are useful for filtering pupils’ use of the Internet and providing guidance. 

For the last three years I have volunteered for an hour a week in a public library in my city of Derby. Public 

libraries are becoming very rare, with many unfortunately being forced to close or reduce hours by 

councils in order to make savings. The library I volunteer at is a vibrant inner city traditional Carnegie 

library in a poorer area of my city. It is a safe, neutral place that responds to its visitor’s needs. I see a lot 

of children in there, either reading books, working on computers, or attending homework clubs. This 

broadens their opportunities as they are learning things instead of just playing on the streets. It is a library 

where anybody can mix and merge, and I also see all generations of people using it. I can’t imagine what 

Andrew Carnegie would think about the current desperate library situation our nation now has, and how 

the buildings he built to prosper generations of peoples’ learning are being closed. In the light of these 

closures across many councils, the role of school libraries become even more significant, as children may 



no longer be able to access council-run libraries, so their school library may be their only source of broad 

reading material. 

To continue to develop our country and make a well-educated workforce, I believe that it is important for 

our next generation of youth to be educated in order to succeed in the global economy. The opportunities 

school libraries provide for increasing our nation’s education levels are immense. Centres of learning 

which libraries provide can never be too expensive, as ignorance is a disease which we must fight. We are 

all individuals, and school libraries allow us all to be ourselves, and they enrich our learning. 

My school library is also very important to me because it is a place where I can pursue my love of reading 

by looking along the shelves and finding an interesting book, or a journal related to my studies. Also, as 

Senior Library Prefect, I can help others pursue their love of reading and help them to find the books and 

online resources that they are searching for. In my school library I enjoy working with my team, managing 

the issue and return of books, and helping our librarian, Mrs. Bussey, with choosing which new books to 

acquire. Most importantly, my school library is a place where I feel at home, which is why I believe school 

libraries are imperative and that we should protect and promote them. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

Anna Heathcote Woodbridge 


